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T H I N G S  Y O U  

S H O U L D  

K N O W :  

COMMODITY 
ALERT: 

Honeydew and 
Cantaloupe running very 

large sizing 
 

Onions-stay ahead on all 
colors.  The Mexican 

volume has increased 
but supplies are still 

limited 
 

Limes- 
We are seeing extreme 
shortages and markets 
out of Mexico brought 
on by bloom drop from 
tropical storms back in 

November 
 

Blackberries- Limited 
Supplies out of Mexico 

and Oxnard due warmer 
temperature is causing 
this market to be in a 

supply exceeds demand 
situation. 

 
Blueberries supplies 
have finished out of 

Chile. Supplies are just 
starting in California and 

Florida. Look for this 
market to be active for 

around a week. 
 

Apples and Pears---the 
eastern supplies are 

drying up and 
Washington is in large 
fruit so stay ahead on 

the smaller sizes! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Weather: Tim Lynch 

A Pacific storm system moving into California will bring rain in the Salinas 
Valley on Monday and Tuesday, with the heavier of the rains occurring on 
Monday. There is possible precipitation again on Friday as well. Expect 
showers and occasional thunderstorms to hit the growing regions of Southern 
California as well. Expected heavy winds will be also seen as this front moves 
thru California. Temperatures will cool to the 60s in Central California with mid 
70s in the desert regions.  
 

 
 

Freight: Mike McIntire 

Trucks in California and Arizona remain steady as 

we transition up to the Salinas area. Trucks in 

Washington are steady but Idaho is extremely tight. 

The national average on diesel fuel remained steady 

last week at 3.988 per gallon and should trend 

steady when it comes out later today. Crude oil 

remains near 100.00 per barrel and is currently at 

101.59 per barrel.    
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Commodity Updates  
 

APPLES/PEARS John Tole 
New York continues to pack Empires, Macs’, 
Rome’s, & Red Delicious.  All of the New York 
apple varieties are still peaking on 100’s and 
larger. The markets are steady on 100’s and 
larger and are higher on 113’s and smaller. 
Washington Red Delicious continue to peak on 
100’s and larger while the 113’s and smaller 
are short.  Reds are steady on all sizes with 
volume deals on the big ones.  Golden 
Delicious are steady to slightly higher and 
continue to peak on 80/88’s in the Washington 
extra-fancy grade. Granny-Smith is higher and 
is peaking on extra-fancy 88/100’s. Galas are 
steady and still peaking on 88/100’s but 
supplies are light. Washington Fuji’s are steady 
to higher and the market remains strong due to 
light supplies. Most Fuji packers are still 
peaking on 80’s and larger. Most Washington 
shippers have finished with Braeburns and 
Honeycrisp for the season.  Pink Ladies, 
Cameos, and Jonagolds are all still available in 
limited quantities.  Most of the remaining 
varietal fruit is large.  Washington D’Anjou 
pears are steady on the larger sizes and and 
are higher on 110’s and smaller.  D’Anjou’s are 
still peaking on US#1 80/90’s. Washington 
Bosc pears are steady and are peaking on 
100/110’s but the demand for the smaller sizes 
is strong.  Washington Red Pears are being 
quoted as steady but the supplies are light.   
 
ASPARAGUS Gabe Romero/Mike Pacheco 
This market is firm. Supplies continue to be 
moderate out of Salinas. Expect production to 
pick up in Salinas by next week as more 
shippers begin harvesting. The production in 
Mexico is light to moderate. The Production in 
Peru continues to be available loading in LA or 
Miami. This is a year round program.  
 
AVOCADO Tim Kelley 
Demand is good on all sizes. Mexico’s supplies 
are lower, but steady. Fruit quality is very nice. 
California growers are harvesting light 
volumes, and with this year’s crop estimated 
down 40%, are not in a rush to harvest heavy 
volumes yet. The market is rising on 48’s and 
60’s. 
 
 

Commodity Quality Market 

Apples Good Higher 

Asparagus Good Steady 

Avocado (Mexican) Good Higher 

Avocado (California) Good Higher 

Bell Peppers 
(Western) 

Good Lower 

Bell Pepper (Eastern) Fair Steady 

Berries: Strawberries Good Steady 

Berries: Raspberries Good Steady 

Berries: Blackberries Fair Higher 

Berries: Blueberries Fair Higher 

Broccoli Good Steady 

Carrots Good Steady 

Cauliflower Fair Steady 

Celery Good Steady 

Citrus: Lemons Good Steady 

Citrus: Oranges Good Higher 

Cucumbers (Western) Good Lower 

Cucumbers (Eastern) Good Steady 

Eggplant (Western) Good Higher 

Eggplant (Eastern) Good Steady 

Grapes, Green Good Higher 

Grapes, Red Good Higher 

Green Onions Good Steady 

Lettuce: Leaf Fair Higher 

Lettuce: Iceberg Fair Steady 

Melons: Cantaloupe Good Higher 

Melons: Honeydew Good Higher 

Onions Good Higher 

Pears Good        Higher 

Potatoes Good        Steady 

Squash (Western) Good Steady 

Squash (Eastern) Fair Steady 

Stone Fruit Good  Steady 

Tomatoes (Western) Fair Higher 

Tomatoes (Eastern) Good Higher 

Watermelon Good Steady 

 

  
    

 

 

 

Commodities at a glance… 
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Commodity Updates continued 
 

Z  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BELL PEPPERS  
Western Bells:   Mike Cantu  
Green bell market is definitely lower and is still 
demand exceeds on larger fruit off grade and 
smaller fruit is settling.  Crops are currently 
shipping mostly from Sinaloa.   Sizing is 
heavier towards med and choice fruit; larger 
fruit is very scarce.   We are looking at some 
growers wrapping up or close to wrapping up in 
production sooner than seasonably customary.  
New fields are expected to start soon but will 
be in lighter volume than Sinaloa. Southern 
California is has started but is mostly producing 
large fruit. Some gusty winds expected to be a 
factor for Mexican growing areas. Open field 
colored Red bell market is Higher but, some 
ranches are experiencing some minor gapping.  
Markets are higher as both Hot House and 
open field color bells are trying to find their 
spot. Quality is good in both open field and 
hothouse colored bells.  We do however see 
this market continuing light for the next couple 
of weeks and will be in demand exceeds for the 
remainder of the Nogales season. Gold bells 
markets continue steady availability depends 
on growing district.  Demand exceeds as 
Mexican production has started in earnest. We 
are starting to see some hot house product 
crossing but still light. 
Eastern Bells: Harry Sheaffer 
Green bells are extremely short in supply and 
will remain that way for another one - two 
weeks market should stay in the mid to low 20's 
on all sizes and grades. 
 
BERRIES Jonathan Mule’ 
Strawberries: Californian is expecting series of 
storm system throughout the week in all 
growing regions.  The bigger of the storm will 
hit Oxnard/Santa Maria later tonight through 
Wednesday, which may tighten this market up 
this week.  Rain totals are forecasted to range 
from .20 -1.0 plus inch of rain depending on 
growing area.  This will affect the quality of the 
fruit with water related issues showing up in all 
packs as this week moves on.  Florida growers 
have finished for the season, while supplies out 
of California are increasing each week.  The 
main shipping location will be out of Oxnard, 
Santa Maria and Watsonville. Watsonville just 
started so expect supplies to be limited. 
 

Raspberries: Supplies will continue to be light 
for all shippers until middle of April.  Market is 
steady, but firm. Expect to see some soft and 
leaky fruit out of Oxnard and Central Mexico.  
Quality is being reported as good with a few fair 
lots showing up. 
Blackberries: The blackberry market is a 
demand exceed supply situation due warmer 
temperatures and unforeseen production 
supply reduction in Mexico and Oxnard.  Most 
shippers had more fruit than usual in 
January/February, therefore making this gap of 
low production a little bigger than expected.  
Look for Blackberry market to be active for the 
next couple of weeks. 
Blueberries: Main growing regions will be 
coming out of Central Mexico, Baja, Oxnard 
and Santa Maria.  Only small qualities will be 
coming out of Florida as this area is just 
starting up. Chile supplies are done for the 
season. Quality is being reported as good to 
fair depending on the lot. The main pack size is 
switching into 4.4 and 6oz with limited supplies 
of larger packs (pints and 11oz).   Light 
supplies and good demand has the market 
tighter until Florida and California supplies are 
up to speed in the next couple weeks. 
 
BROCCOLI Gabe Romero/Mike Pacheco 
The broccoli market is steady to start the week. 
The availability is all but finished in Yuma with 
just bits remaining. Production is increasing in 
the Salinas valley. There is light production in 
Santa Maria and Scottsdale as well. Supplies 
are expected to be moderate throughout the 
week. The quality has been reported as good in 
all the growing regions.     
 
CARROTS Tim Kelley 
Supplies on JBO carrots are improved with 
good growing conditions in Bakersfield. The  
Market is steady.  Quality is good.  
 
CAULIFLOWER Gabe Romero/Mike Pacheco 
The cauliflower market was stronger at the end 
of last week. This week however, this market is 
steady. Production is better in the Salinas 
valley. Santa Maria is starting to pick up as 
well. Yuma is done for the most part with small 
supplies available through Monday. Expect 
supplies to be moderate throughout the week in 
the growing regions of Salinas and Santa 
Maria. 
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CELERY Gabe Romero/Mike Pacheco 
The celery market has remained unchanged. 
Good supplies, especially on larger sizing exists 
with multiple shippers out of Oxnard. Deals are 
being offered on volume type orders so please 
be aware. Inventories are light in Yuma. 
Demand has picked up. There is little to no 
production in Santa Maria. The quality is still 
reported as being strong. 
 
CITRUS Tim Kelley 
Lemons: Demand still remains very good on all 
sizes from all shippers. Central Valley crop is in 
full production with 75% of their crop picked. The 
Ventura crop is slow going as they wait for fruit 
growth. The demand for 165’s/200’s/235’s is 
exceeding supplies.  
Oranges: California Freeze may be over, but 
damage has been done. Supplies on the smaller 
sizes of 113’s & 138’s are limited, but are 
meeting current demand. Market is firming on 
the smaller sizes. 
Limes:  Supplies remain very limited and 
demand greatly exceeds supplies. This winter 
crop is Mexico’s light volume crop. This has 
been compound by tropical storms back in 
November which knocked many of the blooms 
off the trees. Many shippers are receiving only 
20% of their normal supplies. This shortage is 
expected to go through April, and still felling the 
affects into late spring and early summer 
months. Market prices are extreme. Quality is 
just fair, with many lots showing weather related 
issues (Stylar, Brown spots and lighter color). 
 
CUCUMBERS 
Western Cucumber: Mike Cantu  

Market is steady to slightly lower.  Current 
production is coming from older fields and higher 
grade cucumbers will be scarcer and more off 
grades more prevalent.  Newer fields are starting 
production but in light numbers. Weather for 
growing areas is expected to get warmer but, 
wind may be a factor. 
Eastern Cucumbers: Harry Sheaffer 
Cukes are going for 16 on supers and 12 on 
Selects.  Expect the market to stay steady with 
good quality.  
 

 
EGGPLANT 
Western Eggplant: Mike Cantu  

Market is expected go higher. Demand is 
outpacing current supplies.   Quality is good. 
We do expect demand to grow as Lenten 
season continues.  Winds in some growing 
areas may be a factor. 
Eastern Eggplant: Harry Sheaffer 

Eggs expect the market to stay steady with 

good quality. Pricing is in the mid to high 

teens.  
 
GRAPES: Amy Grolnick 
The market on red grapes has strengthened as 
Crimson, Perlon and varietals other than 
flames are starting.  Green grapes are a mixed 
bag as the storage greens are demanding a 
premium price and the product coming off the 
boat is still steady.  The product is still good 
quality but doesn’t have the legs like the 
storage fruit does. 
 
GREEN ONIONS Gabe Romero/Mike Pacheco  
This market remains steady with most 
suppliers. Expect pricing to stay steady 
throughout the week as supplies continue to 
exceed demand. Growing conditions continue 
to be ideal in the Mexico region. The quality 
overall has been reported as good. 
 
LEAF LETTUCE Gabe Romero/Mike Pacheco 
The green and red leaf markets continue to be 
flat, but may get stronger by the end of the 
week. Romaine is very active, including 
romaine hearts. Supplies are expected to be 
light throughout the week with all suppliers. 
Huron has begun production on romaine and 
all leaf items with a few shippers.  The weights 
are reported to be good on all leaf items. 
Occasional fringe burn, bug or blister and peel 
are showing up upon arrivals.  
 
LETTUCE Gabe Romero/Mike Pacheco 
This market is steady as production has 
increased in the Huron region. This, coupled 
with the fact that there are still multiple shippers 
that are still in Yuma has made lettuce readily 
available. Quality issues include misshapen 

 

Commodity Updates continued 
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Commodity Updates 

  

Continued 
  

  

heads, pinking, a little ribbing, and heavy 
weights. Supplies will be steady overall.  Yuma 
will continue to have product through the 
middle of this week at a minimum. 
MELONS: Amy Grolnick 
Cantaloupe: Cantaloupe have better 
availability on the East than the West coast but 
things are turning around again and fruit will be 
coming in very large with small fruit tightening 
up.  Pack outs are to Jumbo 6’s and larger, 
very big fruit. 
Honeydew:  Nogales fruit is tightening up a bit 
which in turn is causing the west to be 
extremely limited on their availability as well.  
The east coast has good availability but 
continue to clean out their sheds prior to the 
next vessel coming in. The size is all running 
large as well to 5’s. Getting orders in advance 
will help to get your product as ordered. 
 
ONIONS John Tole 
The northwest is generally steady on yellows 
although some suppliers are offering clean-up 
deals on jumbos and mediums.  The Super and 
colossal yellow markets are strong because 
Mexico & Texas are so short on them.  The 
larger northwest shippers are still expecting to 
pack into mid to late April.  Texas and Mexico 
are steady although some suppliers are less on 
mediums.  Mexican yellow supplies vary widely 
from day to day. The Texas volume is still light.  
Expect a stronger market on all sizes of yellows 
as the week goes on since the northwest 
supplies are in fewer hands.  Reds are 
beginning to rise in the northwest because 
many shippers are finished with their own and 
are now buying.  Idaho/Oregon red supplies 
are light.  Mexican/Texas red supplies are 
lower and the market is up.  Expect the red 
market to keep rising for the next couple weeks 
until Texas gets some volume.  White supplies 
are limited in the northwest and the market is 
steady although many are finished.  Mexican 
white volume is starting to cross and their 
market is lower than the northwest.  The quality 
on the Mexican/Texas Whites has been good. 
 
POTATOES John Tole 
The Idaho carton market is steady to higher on 
all sizes and in both varieties.  Some shippers 
will still discount on 40 & 50 count volume as 
well as number-two's but most are into 

Burbanks and have a smaller size-profile.  
Norkotahs remain limited in all sizes since only 
a couple suppliers still have them.  The 
suppliers that still have Norkotahs expect to 
pack into late April/early May.  The Idaho 
Burbanks remain heavier to 90's and smaller.  
The quality in Idaho Norkotahs has been good 
to excellent while the Burbanks have been fair 
to excellent.  The Washington market is steady 
and most suppliers are back to their previous 
levels although some have stayed higher.  The 
Washington quality has been good.  Colorado 
is also fairly steady although some suppliers 
are down slightly.  The quality in Colorado has 
been good and they are still peaking on the 
smaller counts.  Wisconsin is steady higher 
depending on the supplier and the quality has 
ranged from poor to excellent.  Bakersfield, 
California is still packing new-crop gold and 
white potatoes.  Some shippers will start 
packing reds this week and some will pack 
next week. Bakersfield is heavier to B-size 
golds and whites while the Reds are peaking 
on A-size.  Western Washington reds and 
golds are both steady to lower and still peaking 
on A-size and the markets for both are fairly 
steady.  Washington’s season will finish in 
early to mid April. N.D. red potatoes are steady 
and continue to peak on Red A’s.  Florida 
continues packing mostly Reds, and a few 
Whites and gold’s.  The Florida reds are 
heavier to A-size while the whites and gold’s 
are peaking on B-size.  
 
SQUASH 
Western Squash: Mike Cantu   
Market is stabilizing on Italian yellow s/n is still 
demand exceeds supplies.    Most production 
is from southern Sonora and Sinaloa and we 
are experiencing a very short term gap.  
Warmer weather is in the forecast and may 
help production on Italian squash. Yellow 
straight neck is still light in production but new 
lots ought to start soon. Some lots offered will 
be coming from older fields and expect the 
poorer quality on lower end of markets; better 
quality will sell at quoted at higher market.  We 
are starting to see Sonora product in light 
numbers. Some windy weather may become a 
quality factor. 
Eastern Squash: Harry Sheaffer 

Squash is coming up short and quality is fair at 
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  best on both colors. New crop should start in the 

middle of the state next week.  Until then we will 
see sporadic quality issues and high pricing in the 
19-22 dollar range 
 
STONE FRUIT Amy Grolnick 
Chilean stone fruit is available on both coasts. 
 
TOMATOES Aaron Aliotti 
Western/Mexico: Mexico is finding themselves in 
a gap this week with growers waiting to transition 
between fields. Light volume in the east and 
limited production out of Mexico is driving up 
prices by a couple of dollars on round and 2 Layer 
varieties this week. After weeks at the national 
minimum, Roma  
tomatoes have lifted off also do to the harvesting 
gap. Limited round production has shifted some 
demand toward Romas elevating price for the first 
time in weeks, however the flood of Romas in 
weeks past has caused a mix of quality/condition. 
 Cherry tomatoes are more available than grape 
with volumes of each expecting to increase by the 
end of next week. We can expect the market to be 
tight until the second week of April when new 
fields begin to bring crown picks just in time to 
ease the pressure for Easter rush. 

Eastern Tomatoes: Harvest in southern Florida 
continues to yield lighter than normal volumes this 
week causing a bump up on XL varieties this 
week. Overall demand for smaller sizes has also 
increased this week adding pressure to the 
market; however spring programs in Immokalee 
and the Palmetto Ruskin areas will soon be 
producing bringing more fruit to market. Roma 
tomatoes continue to run light this week and the 
market has not seen much change as demand has 
run stagnant.  Cherry tomatoes remain unchanged 
this week, while grape tomatoes are very scarce. 
As Mexico transitions between fields, we can 
expect to see another increase in price over the 
next week or two until crossings at the boarder 
increase again. 
 
VALUE ADDED Gabe Romero/Mike Pacheco 
Lettuce supplies should be ample for all the 
processor’s needs. Epidermal peel and misshapen 
heads are being seen upon arrivals. The Broccoli 
supplies are moderate. Cauliflower inventories 
have increased. Yellowing has been seen upon 
arrival with this commodity. The romaine supplies 
look to be light throughout the week.  

Commodity Updates Continued 

 
 
WATERMELON Mike Cantu   

Market is stabilizing on Italian yellow s/n is still 
demand exceeds supplies. Most production is 
from southern Sonora and Sinaloa and we are 
experiencing a very short term gap.  Warmer 
weather is in the forecast and may help 
production on Italian squash. Yellow straight 
neck is still light in production but new lots ought 
to start soon. Some lots offered will be coming 
from older fields and expect the poorer quality 
on lower end of markets; better quality will sell 
at quoted at higher market.  We are starting to 
see Sonora product in light numbers. Some 
windy weather may become a quality factor. 


